undoubtedly an advantage, but as a rule it was not necessary to obliterate the whole internal ear. Dr. McBRIDE wished to add his congratulations to Mr. Lake on this case and the others to which he had briefly referred. He hoped that on another occasion he would give fuller details. With regard to Dr. Fraser's case he had also intended to ask him why he operated on the labyrinth, but as this had already been done he had nothing further to add.
Dr. FRASER, in reply, said he had been pretty generally attacked for having performed this operation. He could only say that he did so on the symptoms. The patient was decidedly giddy and, with his eyes shut, could not stand upon either leg alone nor walk straight. Of course none of them were called on to do this, but still there was no doubt that, in this case, there was interference with the balancing powers. He quite admitted that it was possible that this patient would have got well if the radical mastoid operation had been performed and nothing further done; but he maintained that he had been justified by the result, as the patient was now much better. It was before his time, but he thought he was safe in saying that the arguments they had just heard were probably used when the radical mastoid operation was first introduced-he meant to say that at that time conservative operators regarded it as unnecessary to go clearing away the "bridge," the outer wall of the attic, the malleus aad incus when they had got very nice results with the Schwarze operation. Result.-After the operation no imiprovement followed. The tenilperature rose to 1080 F. Several general convulsive seizures preceded coma, and death followed two days afterwards. I venture to submit that cases of this description are not rare that the meningitis, especially in children, is due to unsuspected unilateral labyrinthitis, secondary to middle ear disease. A consideration of such cases which have come under my observation leads me to infer that many should be saved by timely operation, that the distended cisterne at the base of the brain should be drained through the labyrinth, and the spinal theca drained by lumbar puncture; possibly it would be necessary in some cases to drain the lateral ventricles too.
Notes of a
Note.-I am indebted to Dr. Whipham for permitting me to record this case.
The View of the same specimen magnified 800 diameters and stained by Gram's method, showing crowds of leucocytes and masses of long chain streptococci in the scala tympani of the cochlea. Thickness of section =3 micromillimetres. (Cut in paraffin.)
